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AMA Charter Club #159                           WWW.SimiValleyFlyers.com                                   October 20, 2015

 

Next Meeting: Friday October 23rd at 7:30 @ the Trinity Lutheran Church, 2949 Alamo St., Simi Valley 
President………………………Todd Krueger…………805-526-4099…………….president@simivaleyflyers.com 

Vice President…………………Keith Martin………….805-231-2937………………….mkeithmartin@yahoo.com 

Treasurer …………………….. Bob Fricke …………...805-527-2032 …………………………...…bob@kjf1.com 

Membership………………….  Andy Weir …………...805-583-1746 ………...............…acweir@dslextreme.com 

Secretary……………………..  Glen Roe…..………….805-583-3280…...……….secretary@simivalleyflyers.com 

Safety Officer………………..  Bill Prosser …………...805-304-0212………………….eastonbatman@gmail.com 

Newsletter……………………  Ken Milbrett ………….805-405-0314………….newsletter@simivalleyflyers.com 

Communications…………….   Sean Slattery …………805-320-9820……communications@simivalleyflyers.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Simi Valley Flyers 
P.O. Box 812 

Simi Valley, CA 93062 

 

 

The Simi Valley Flyers club is incorporated as a 

nonprofit organization. We are a radio control model 

airplane club founded in 1965. We have a 450 ft. by 50 

ft. asphalt runway with a 150 ft. by 65 ft. pit area. Our 

flying field is located inside Oak Park which is owned by 

the County of Ventura. The Simi Valley Flyers operate, 

maintain and improve this facility under a lease 

agreement with Ventura County. 

 

All inputs to the Newsletter must be sent in by the 18th 

of each month to the following E-mail address: 

newsletter@simivalleyflyers.com

The President’s Message – Todd Krueger
Hello SVF, 

Well you would not believe that it is October with all the 

warm weather we have had this month. We would like to 

schedule a work party before the end of the year to do 

some much need house keeping and safety 

improvements. 

Please join us on Friday the 23rd of October for are 

general meeting at 7:30pm to discuss the location of 

Holiday Party, work party needs, and a discussing on the 

safety upgrade and BOD positions as well. Thank you 

Keith for the BBQ at the last Fun Fly of the year. 

See you at the Field 

Todd 

http://www.simivalleyflyers.com/
mailto:president@simivaleyflyers.com
mailto:secretary@simivalleyflyers.com
mailto:newsletter@simivalleyflyers.com
mailto:communications@simivalleyflyers.com
mailto:newsletter@simivalleyflyers.com


 2 

SVF General Meeting- 9-25-2015 

BOD members in attendance: 

Todd Krueger  

Bill Prosser 

Keith Martin  

Bob Fricke 

Called to order 7:30pm 

Pledge 

No Visitors 

No New Members 

President-Todd 

Board of Directors- Elections ( candidates currently running). 

Holiday Location- So far just Cisco’s in Thousand Oaks 12/13/15 

Website update- ownership has been changed.. Domain name paid in September2015 

Website hosting is due in February 

Lock on lower gate. 

Airshow at Point Mugu Blue Angles Saturday and Sunday. see schedule 

Vice President- Keith 

Last Fun-Fly event of the 50th anniversary year 

Safety-Bill 

Please pay attention to boundaries both freeway and pit area 

Treasurer- Bob 

Treasurer report covered 

Alex Shaw – going to look into cost and availability of Ali Bah for Holiday Party 

Meeting adjourned 8:30pm 

Possibilities for the Hoiliday Party  
Locations: 

 Commerative Air Force Museum, Camarillo 

 Strathern Historical Park, Simi Valley 

 Cisco’s, Thousand Oaks 

 

Caterer (if not at Cisco’s) 

 Wood Ranch BBQ 

 Stonefire Grill 

 Cisco’s 

 

Locations and Caterers will be decided on at the October General Meeting on Oct. 23rd. If you want to have 

input please show up and contribute to the discussion. 
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The Unwritten Rules of Flying R/C 
Even if you’re a member of the friendliest club around, that doesn’t mean there will be zero conflict amongst the 

membership. When you get a few dozen people together there are going to be, shall we say… “tensions”, from 

time to time. Just about any tension can be traced to the fact that someone did something that is considered 

“discourteous”, breaking one of the unwritten rules of RC field etiquette. In several cases the offender did not even 

know his/her actions upset anybody and thereby often repeats it. 

Combining my personal observations of the last couple decades of flying R/C along with reading plenty of 

bitching and moaning on the forums, I’ve created a list of common R/C field etiquette when flying with other 

aeromodelers. Some of these may actually be written rules in certain clubs but all the same, violating them is 

considered universally discourteous and in many instances a safety concern. 

 When starting or running up an engine, be conscious of the prop blast. Always be aware of where loose 

items and exhaust residue is being directed. Dust, grass clippings and oil can quickly coat other individuals 

and/or their equipment. 

 Dogs and other pets are best left at home. Approximately 65% of the respondents to a message board poll 

agreed that a flying field is not a good place for a dog.  If you must insist on bringing a well behaved pet to 

the field, keep it leashed at all times. Always clean up any mess left by them and dispose of it 

appropriately. 

 Children are the future of this sport and should never be discouraged from visiting a flying field. Good 

behavior, however, is paramount for their safety and keeping them from damaging some very expensive 

equipment. Pre-schoolers should always have an adult’s undivided attention. In other words, if you bring a 

child and you intend to fly, delegate your supervision to a trustworthy adult for the entire time you’re 

dealing with the airplane. For the very same safety reasons, children of grade school age should not be 

granted permission to wander the pit area without an adult. 

 Keep the language clean! Remember this is a family sport. Many modelers have children grandchildren, 

nieces and nephews they are trying to involve in R/C. These individuals should not have to worry that 

profanity will be used in front of the younger ones. 

 Always be cautious of the prop arc and the area forward. Be sure the immediate area is clear before starting 

or running an engine above idle. Thrown or broken props do happen and are very dangerous. For the safety 

of yourself and others, alert people in your immediate area that may have their attention directed elsewhere, 

that you are about to start an engine. 

 Keep engine-running time in the start-up area or pits or to an absolute minimum! The closer the flight line 

or pilot stations are to start up areas, the more of a concern this becomes. Engine noise on the ground 

makes it difficult for flying pilots to listen to the sound of their own plane and distinguish any changes in 

engine performance. High throttle runs should be kept very short, just a few seconds. If you need to idle an 

engine for an extended period time, (anything estimated to be over one minute) it should be done in a 

location away from spectators and flying members. Many clubs short on pit space have an engine tuning 

station far away from the flight line that is to be used for extended engine running. However, in my 

experience, few members rarely use it or even know about it. So ask if your club has a tuning station or 

would consider installing one. 

 When walking in proximity of the flight line or onto the field to retrieve an airplane, avoid walking directly 

in front of other flying pilots. 

 Avoid taxiing your plane in the proximity of pilots that have an airplane in the air. To a flying pilot it can 

be very unnerving to have a plane taxi very close to his/her proximity while they are trying to keep their 
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eyes on their own flying airplane. (It doesn’t matter if the pilot station is guarded or not, please steer well 

clear.) 

 (Updated) This used to say; you should not claim a frequency for no more than 15 minutes, whether your 

plane was airborne or not. That was when 72 MHz was the rule but since frequency sharing is all but a 

distant memory with the widespread adoption of 2.4 GHz, this one will now read: Do not claim a flight 

station for more than 15 minutes. Many clubs have a limited amount of stations in order to control the 

number of aircraft that can be in the air at once. 

 If you need to walk onto the runway, make sure everybody understands your intentions before you step 

onto it. Observe all requests to land before you go. Spend as little time there as possible and announce 

when you are clear of the runway as well. 

 Call out your intentions or difficulties to others that are flying. Some examples are: “Taking off”, “Coming 

in/Landing”, “Touch and go”, “On the field”, “Off the field”, “Dead stick” or “Lost control”. This last one 

can be useful to you the pilot as well. Others that are not flying will visually track where the plane goes 

down and be of great assistance in locating it. 

 Give landing aircraft priority use of the runway and the airspace immediately surrounding should a go 

around be necessary. 

 Give a student pilot’s airplane plenty of space when flying. Beginners can become overly worried about 

traffic and will concentrate on collision avoidance rather than maneuvers that improve their skills. 

 Student pilots should consider that their instructors may have also brought planes of his/her own they wish 

to fly. They may also be working with more than one student. Be patient! 

 Always control your aircraft, whether on the ground or in the air, with the belief that radio failure can and 

will happen at any moment. Flying directly towards the flight line and diverting at the last minute may be 

exciting, but trust me it makes people on the flight line and pit area very nervous. Repeated stunts have 

resulted in the permanent loss of more than one daredevils flying privileges. 

  Do not adjust equipment of a fellow modeler (IE: needle valve) without consent. 

 Keep unsolicited advice to an absolute minimum. Safety concerns should always be politely brought to the 

attention of a fellow modeler. But if it’s just general advice and you can’t help yourself, be brief, be 

concise, present your suggestion once and move on. Just keep in mind if you really do know your stuff, 

your advice will be solicited. 

 Some pilots do not mind holding conversations while flying and some do not like to at all. Unless you are 

very familiar with the pilot, assume he/she prefers not to chat. Wait until their plane is back in the pits and 

the engine is off. 

  When standing in the immediate vicinity of a flyer, be sure to provide plenty of space and stand back a 

foot or two to allow him/her clear vision up and down the flight line. 

 Help search for downed aircraft when possible. The next search and rescue mission could be for your plane 

and you will welcome the assistance. If you are the first one to the crash site, unless the damage is very 

minor, let the pieces lie until the owner arrives so he/she can take inventory or even investigate a probable 

cause. 

 To continue the topic of lost planes. If it’s your plane that went down, no matter how distraught you are 

over damaging or even losing an aircraft, be sure to show your appreciation to your search party for helping 

you look, since they likely spent precious flying time helping you. 

 If you are visiting another flying field, take as much time as necessary to familiarize yourself with the rules 

and the peculiarities of field. Ask questions about anything you are unsure of. Also, be humble and 

suppress negative comments. The members are well aware of any shortcomings and do not want to hear 

criticism from outsiders. Always remember you are a guest in their home! 
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 This last area is a rather tricky subject and could be an entire article on its own. We’re talking about styles 

of flying that have proven not to be a good mix in some clubs. The division is between pilots that do 

maneuvers low, slow and in close (3-D airplanes and helicopters) vs. those that fly airplanes in a more 

“traditional pattern”. To say this diversity has created hard feelings in too many clubs is a huge 

understatement. Considering how deep seated some factions have become, just saying there needs to be 

more communication, compromise and understanding appears to be an overly simplistic solution. 

However, a lack of that is what created the problem. 

  Those flying 3-D or helicopter pilots need to realize that many of the maneuvers they perform, such as 

hovering, can be very disconcerting to other pilots, just to name one concern. If you wish to spend part of 

your flight doing maneuvers in the space immediately over the runway, express your intentions ahead of 

time as to work out a compromise with others. If you’re in the group that has difficulty flying at the same 

time 3-D or helicopters do, you must understand that if club rules allow, these pilots have equal privilege to 

airtime for expressing their styles. Politely express your concerns to those pilots, to work out a 

compromise. 

 Whether it comes from an impromptu agreement at the field or an adopted club policy, like I said before, 

everybody needs to communicate and compromise so that vastly different styles are not battling for the 

same air space at the same time.

The point of this article is to get beginners as well as experienced pilot’s thinking about their own actions and 

routines. Those with many years experience should consider this an update. Maybe you saw something that 

innocently has been part of your standard operating procedure for many years and did not realize was discourteous. 

Believe me, others have. Things do change and old dogs can and should learn new tricks. No matter how long you 

have been in this sport or how much you think you know, you may very well make an etiquette blunder and get 

approached on it. Yes, it’s difficult to not take it personally or be insulted, but graciously accept the input and 

make an effort to incorporate a change. 

This is certainly not an absolute list, if you feel there is an important item that was address feel free to leave a reply 

below. Regardless if everything was addressed it all comes down to the fact that each of us needs to be conscious 

of how our actions impact those that we share the flying field with. Just simply communicating and being 

courteous will earn respect; make anybody a joy to fly with, and a welcomed guest or member at any flying field. 

Article written by Scott Rhoades. Taken from his website http://allrcflight.com 

 

November Birthdays  

Michael Giraco Nov. 8th 

Dieter Wolf  Nov. 8th 

Pete Scifres  Nov. 15th 

Steven Grigg  Nov. 16th 

John Obrien Nov. 16th 

Ben Strasser Nov. 17th 

Todd Welti Nov. 19th 

 

 

 

http://allrcflight.com/
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For Sale 
E-Flite Rhapsody Bipe with upgrades. 47” wingspan. 

Custom color scheme altered from original scheme. 

Comes with Rimfire .32 motor, Castle 75 amp ESC, 

& JR MN48 servos. 

There is no building necessary! 

Just supply your own Rx and 4- cell Battery (5000- 

5300 mah. recommended) and this airplane is 

completely ready to fly. 

Plane and equipment are in pristine condition. Never 

crashed- No hangar rash.  

$360.00 firm

For details contact Steve Lepler @ (805)527-4676 

 


